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TOURISM MINISTERS’ MEETING 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.05 pm]: I am pleased to 
inform the house that Perth hosted the sixty-eighth Tourism Ministers’ Meeting on Friday, 19 February 2016, 
underpinning the city’s growing importance as an Australian tourism destination. It was the first time the 
biannual meeting had been held in Perth since 2009. State and federal tourism ministers and representatives from 
New Zealand gathered at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre to discuss a range of issues, including the 
National Long-term Tourism strategy, building Australia’s Indigenous tourism capacity, the role of the shared 
economy such as Airbnb and Uber, and creating a sustainable, skilled workforce for the tourism industry. Also 
on the agenda was the nexus between international education and tourism, which are Australia’s top two services 
export industries. The meeting was chaired by federal Minister for Tourism and International Education, 
Senator Richard Colbeck, following his appointment in September last year. Australia’s tourism industry is 
growing but there is no room for complacency. Realising Australia’s full potential will require challenging 
reforms and collaboration across all levels of government. 

Australia’s Tourism 2020 strategy aims to achieve overnight visitor expenditure of between $115 billion and 
$140 billion by 2020. In 2014–15, total overnight spending reached $88.8 billion, indicating that the nation is on 
track to achieve the lower end of the target. An area of focus is encouraging visitors to travel beyond our major 
cities to regional Australia to experience some of our key attractions. Tourism is important to regional 
communities, with 45c in every tourism dollar spent in regional Australia. 

The tourism sector currently has an estimated 38 000 unfilled vacancies and by 2020 will need 123 000 new 
workers. Tourism ministers will continue to engage with industry to develop measures to promote tourism and 
hospitality industry careers, as well as appropriate migration settings to alleviate short-term pressure. The 
proposed changes to the working holiday-maker taxation arrangements were discussed and jurisdictions noted 
concerns that this might affect working holiday-maker visitation. Ministers also discussed regulatory challenges 
and opportunities that the sharing economy presents and heard presentations from the Western Australian 
Indigenous Tourism Operators Council and New Zealand Māori Tourism. Tourism contributes over $100 billion 
to our economy, or three per cent of our gross domestic product, and is one of five key sectors that will provide 
economic growth into the next decade. It is also a critical developer of regional Australia, accounting for 
14 per cent of the rural economy. Within Western Australia, tourism generates more than 94 000 jobs and is 
worth $8.9 billion. The state government’s goal is to increase the value of tourism to $12 billion by 2020. 
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